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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Tan-Chi Yuan on 12/1 3/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A compute r readabl e storage medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method comprising: 

forming a scope window displaying in a hierarchical structure a plurality of scope items 

therein; 

allowing a user to select a particular displayed scope item in the scope window; 

receiving from a user and/or an administrator a first set of instructions changing the 
content of the particular selected scope item by defining one or more first primary objects to be 
displayed in a first primary display window; 

forming the first primary display window in response to the particular selected scope item 
and in response to the first set of instructions for displaying the one or more first primary objects 
in the first primary display window, said first primary display window being different from said 
scope window; 

receiving from the user and/or administrator a second set of instructions changing the 
content of the particular selected scope item by defining one or more second primary objects to 
be displayed in a second primary display window, wherein the first set of instructions is 
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independent of the second set of instructions so that the one or more first primary objects 
displayed in the first primary display window are independent of the one or more second primary 
objects displayed in the second primary display window; 

forming the second primary display window in response to the particular selected scope 
item and in response to the second set of instructions for displaying the one or more second 
primary objects in the second primary display window, said second primary display window 
being different from said scope window and said first primary display window; and 

linking the first primary objects to the scope window independently of the second 
primary objects to the scope window, and wherein the scope window persists displaying scope 
items in the scope window after the forming of the first primary display window and the second 
primary display window. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 1, having further 
computer-executable instructions for receiving from the user and/or administrator a third set of 
instructions changing the content of the particular selected scope item by defining one or more 
third primary objects to be displayed in a third primary display window, said third set of 
instructions being independent of the first set of instructions and the second set of instructions 
and for performing the step of forming the third primary display window in response to the 
particular selected scope item and in response to the third set of instructions for displaying third 
primary objects linked to the scope window wherein the third primary objects are independent of 
the first primary objects and wherein the third primary objects are independent of the second 
primary objects, wherein said third primary display window being different from the scope 
window, the first primary display window, and the second primary display window. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 1, having further 
computer-executable instructions for: 

allowing a user to select at least one of the displayed first primary objects in the first 
primary display window; 

forming a first secondary display window in response to the selected first primary object 
for displaying first secondary objects which are dynamically linked to the first primary display 
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window, said first secondary display window being different from the first primary display 
window; and 

forming a second secondary display window in response to the selected first primary 
object for displaying second secondary objects which are dynamically linked to the first primary 
display window wherein the second secondary objects are independent of the first secondary 
objects, said second secondary display window being different from the first primary display 
window and the first secondary display window. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 3, having further 
computer-executable instructions for forming a third secondary display window in response to 
the selected first primary object for displaying third secondary objects which are dynamically 
linked to the first primary display window wherein the third secondary objects are independent 
of the first secondary objects and wherein the third secondary objects are independent of the 
second secondary objects, wherein said third secondary display window being different from 
first primary display window, the first secondary display window, and the second secondary 
display window. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The compute r r e adabl e storage medium of claim 1, having further 
computer-executable instructions for: 

forming a first secondary display window displaying first secondary objects linked to the 
first primary display window, wherein the scope window displays and focuses on a selected one 
of the displayed first secondary objects; and 

dynamically linking the first secondary display window to the scope window so that a 
command or selection in the first secondary display window changes the focus or content of the 
scope window, said first secondary display window being different from the scope window and 
the first primary display window. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The compute r r e adabl e storage medium of claim 1, wherein 
linking comprises linking being defined by an application developer or a user so that parameters 
are passed from the scope window to the first primary display window and wherein the passed 
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parameters are used in a query to provide data to the first primary display window which 
determines how it will be displayed. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 6, wherein the 
query operates on a database to display a selected set of the first primary objects in the first 
primary display window. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 1, wherein the 
scope window, the first primary display window and the second primary display window form a 
workspace view which is saved either as a local view on a local drive or as a global view in a 
database shared by multiple users. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The compute r r e adabl e storage medium of claim 1, wherein 
allowing a user to select at least one displayed scope item in the scope window, having further 
computer-executable instructions for: 

linking independently the first primary objects to the selected scope item; and 
linking independently the second primary objects to the selected scope item. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The computer r e adable storage medium of claim 9, having 
further computer-executable instructions for forming a third primary display window displaying 
third primary objects linked to the selected scope item wherein the third primary objects are 
independent of the first primary objects and wherein the third primary objects are independent of 
the second primary objects. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 9, having 
further computer-executable instructions for: 

allowing a user to select at least one first primary object in the first primary display 
window; 
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forming a first secondary display window displaying first secondary objects linked to the 
selected first primary object, said first secondary display window being different from the first 
primary display window; and 

forming a second secondary display window displaying second secondary objects linked 
to the selected first primary object wherein the second secondary objects are independent of the 
first secondary objects said second secondary display window being different from said first 
primary display window, and the first secondary display window. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 11, having 
further computer-executable instructions for forming a third secondary display window 
displaying third secondary objects linked to the selected first primary object wherein the third 
secondary objects are independent of the first secondary objects and wherein the third secondary 
objects are independent of the second secondary objects. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The compute r r e adabl e storage medium of claim 1 1 wherein the 
user selects at least one first primary object in the first display window, and said computer 
r e adabl e storage medium having further computer-executable instructions for: 

forming a first secondary display window displaying first secondary objects linked to the 
selected first primary object; and 

linking the first secondary display window to the scope window so that the first 
secondary objects displayed in the first secondary display window are linked to the selected 
scope item in the scope window. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): The compute r r e adabl e storage medium of claim 1, having further 
computer-executable instructions for defining window types, wherein the scope window, the first 
primary display window, and second primary display window are associated with one of the 
window types. 
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Claim 15 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 14, wherein the 
window types include one or more of the following: a table, a graph, a list, a list control, a 
topological view, and a text window. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The compute r r e adabl e storage medium of claim 15, having 
further computer-executable instructions for allowing a user to convert one or more of the 
following from one of the window types to another of the window types: 
the scope window; 

the first primary display window; and 
the second primary display window. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 1, having further 
computer-executable instructions for performing the step of defining window types as a function 
of data driven from a query, wherein the type of driven data determines the window type. 

Claim 18 (currently amended): A computer r e adabl e storage medium having stored thereon a 
data structure, comprising: 

a scope window displaying in a hierarchical structure a plurality of scope items therein 
and allowing a user to select a particular displayed scope item; 

a first primary display window displaying one or more first primary objects which are 
dynamically linked to the particular selected scope item as defined by a first set of instructions 
specified by the user, said first set of instructions changes the content of the particular selected 
scope item, said scope window being different from said first primary display window; and 

a second primary display window displaying one or more second primary objects which 
are dynamically linked to the particular selected scope item as defined by a second set of 
instructions specified by the user, said second set of instructions changes the content of the 
particular selected scope item, wherein the first set of instructions is independent of the second 
set of instructions so that linking the second primary objects to the selected scope items is 
independent of linking the first primary objects to the particular selected scope item, and wherein 
the scope window persists displaying scope items in the scope window after forming the first 
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primary display window and the second primary display window, said second primary display 
window being different from said scope window and said first primary display window. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 18 wherein the 
user selects at least one first primary object in the first primary display window and further 
comprising: 

a first secondary display window displaying first secondary objects linked to the selected 
first primary object, said first secondary display window being different from the first primary 
display window; and 

a second secondary display window displaying second secondary objects linked to the 
selected first primary object wherein linking the second secondary objects to the selected first 
primary object is independent of linking between the first secondary objects to the selected first 
primary object, said second secondary display window being different from the second primary 
display window and the first secondary display window. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 18 wherein the 
user selects at least one first primary object in the first primary display window and further 
comprising: 

a first secondary display window displaying first secondary objects linked to the first 

primary display window and linked to the scope window, said first secondary display window 

being different from the first primary display window and the scope window. 

Claim 41 (currently amended): A computer r e adabl e storage medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method comprising: 

forming a scope window displaying in a hierarchical structure scope items therein; 

allowing a user to select at least one of the scope items in the scope window; 

specifying a first set of instructions changing the content of the particular selected scope 
item by defining first primary objects to be displayed in a first primary display window; 
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forming the first primary display window in response to the first set of instructions for 
displaying the first primary objects which are dynamically linked to the scope window, said first 
primary display window being different from said scope window; 

allowing the user to select at least one of the first primary objects in the first primary 
display window; 

forming the first secondary display window displaying first secondary objects in response 
to the selected first primary objects and in response to the first set of instructions which are 
dynamically linked to the first primary display window, said first secondary display window 
being different from said scope window and said first primary display window; 

allowing the user to select at least one of the first secondary objects in the first secondary 
display window; 

specifying a second set of instructions changing the content of the particular selected 
scope item by defining first secondary objects to be displayed in a first secondary display 
window; and 

dynamically linking the first secondary objects in the first secondary display window to 
the scope window in response to the second set of instructions so that the first secondary objects 
in the first secondary display window communicate with the scope window by focusing on the 
selected first secondary objects in the scope window, wherein the communication is independent 
of the communication between the first primary display window and the scope window. 

Claim 42 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 41, having 
further computer-executable instructions for: 

assigning a particular object within the first secondary display window with a task list; 

sharing the assigned task list with other objects in the scope window; 

permitting the user to execute a new task on the particular object; and 

executing the new task on the other objects. 

Claim 43 (currently amended): A computer r e adabl e storage medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method comprising: 

forming a scope window displaying in a hierarchical structure scope items therein; 
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allowing a user to select at least one of the scope items in the scope window; 

receiving from the user a first set of instructions for changing the content of the particular 
selected scope item by defining first primary objects to be displayed in a first primary display 
window; 

forming the first primary display window displaying the first primary objects in response 
to the at least one particular selected scope item and in response to the first set of instructions, 
said first primary display window being different from said scope window; 

allowing a user to select at least one of the first primary objects in the first primary 
display window; 

receiving from the user a second set of instructions for changing the content of the 
particular selected scope item by defining first secondary objects to be displayed in a first 
secondary display window; 

forming the first secondary display window displaying the first secondary objects which 
are dynamically linked to the first primary display window in response to a selection of one or 
more first primary objects in the first primary display window and in response to the second set 
of instructions, said first secondary display window being different from said scope window and 
said first primary display window; 

allowing a user to select at least one of the first secondary objects in the first secondary 
display window; and 

dynamically linking the first secondary objects in the first secondary display window to 
the scope window so that a command or selection by a user in the first secondary display 
window changes the focus or content of the scope window according to the selection or 
command. 

Claim 44 (currently amended): A computer r e adabl e storage medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

forming a scope window displaying in a hierarchical structure scope items therein; 

specifying a first set of instructions changing the content of the selected scope item by 
defining first primary objects to be displayed in a first primary display window; 
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forming the first primary display window displaying the first primary objects in response 
to the first set of instructions so that the first primary objects in the first primary display window 
are dynamically linked to the scope window, said first primary display window being different 
from said scope window; and 

specifying a second set of instructions changing the content of the particular selected 
scope item by defining second primary objects to be displayed in a second primary display 
window; 

forming the second primary display window displaying the second primary objects in 
response to the second set of instructions so that the second primary objects in the second 
primary display window are dynamically linked to the scope window, said second primary 
display window being different from said scope window and said first primary display window; 
and 

defining window types of the first primary display window and of the second primary 
display window as a function of data driven from a query, wherein the typ e of driven data 
determines the window type- types . 

Claim 45 (currently amended): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 44, having 
further computer-executable instructions for performing the step of allowing a user to convert the 
scope window, the first primary display window, and/or second primary display window from 
one window type to another window type. 

Claim 46 (original): The computer r e adabl e storage medium of claim 45, wherein the window 
types include one or more of the following: a table, a graph, a list, a list control, a topological 
view, and a text window. 

Claim 51 (currently amended): The system of claim 35 wherein means for linking the second 
primary display window to the scope window is comprises means for linking the second primary 
display window to the scope window in response to the particular selected item. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-46, and 51 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art either alone or in combination doesn't teach the limitation of "receiving 
from a user and/or an administrator a first set of instructions changing the content of the 
particular selected scope item by defining one or more first primary objects to be displayed in a 
first primary display window; 

forming the first primary display window in response to the particular selected scope item 
and in response to the first set of instructions for displaying the one or more first primary objects 
in the first primary display window, said first primary display window being different from said 
scope window; 

receiving from the user and/or administrator a second set of instructions changing the 
content of the particular selected scope item by defining one or more second primary objects to 
be displayed in a second primary display window, wherein the first set of instructions is 
independent of the second set of instructions so that the one or more first primary objects 
displayed in the first primary display window are independent of the one or more second primary 
objects displayed in the second primary display window; and 

forming the second primary display window in response to the particular selected scope 

item and in response to the second set of instructions for displaying the one or more second 
primary objects in the second primary display window, said second primary display window 
being different from said scope window and said first primary display window" in combination 
with the other claimed features. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh T. Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and every other Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



T. Vu 



